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SUMMARY:

Digital media have reached a peak in the 21st century, offering immediacy and adapting to new information
consumption habits. This study analyses the case of El Debate de Hoy (2017-2021), a publication rescued
by the Catholic Association of Propagandists, as a link between the historic El Debate (1910-1936) and its
refoundation in 2021 as a generalist medium. The research uses a quantitative content analysis applied to
the total of 8,216 contents published in the digital stage, and includes interviews and participant observation
as additional techniques. Among the results, it is highlighted that political opinion was the most used genre,
followed by culture, with a predominance of Christian humanism as the editorial axis. The sections evolved
from an initial thematic structure to a simplified one by the 2019 redesign, returning to a broader scheme
towards the end of the period. The conclusions underline the pioneering role of El Debate de Hoy in
defending clear editorial values and its impact as a precursor to the new El Debate.
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ABSTRACT:

Digital media has flourished in the 21st century, adapting to new information consumption patterns and emphasizing
immediacy. This study examines the case of El Debate de Hoy (2017-2021), a digital initiative by the Catholic
Association of Propagandists bridging the historical El Debate (1910-1936) and its relaunch in 2021 as a generalist
outlet. Using quantitative content analysis of 8,216 published items alongside interviews and participant observation,
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this research identifies political opinion as the dominant genre, followed by cultural themes, framed by Christian
humanism as the editorial backbone. The study also traces the evolution of sections from an initial thematic structure
to a streamlined design in 2019, reverting to a broader configuration later. Conclusions highlight Today's Debate
pioneering role in championing clear editorial values and its influence as a precursor to the new EI Debate.

KEY WORDS:

El Debate, El Debate de Hoy, digital journalism, press, mass media, Christian humanism

1. Introduction:; state of the art

The media has evolved rapidly in recent years.

of the 20th century and, especially, during the early 1st century. In just over twenty years, they have experienced all
kinds of economic difficulties that, however, have not managed to reduce their presence on the Internet. Quite the
opposite: their growth has been exponential in Spain, reaching 2,874 active media outlets on the Internet in 2020
(Salaverria, 2022).
Newspapers have drastically reduced their circulations to the point that, according to Antonio Cafio (El Debate,
2021) "if some newspapers were to disappear, many people would take weeks to read them."
"you have to realize it."

This work aims to shed light on what the native digital media outlet El Debate de Hoy represented as a link
between El Debate (1910-1936), a newspaper that would become one of the most important in the Spanish sphere

in the first third of the 20th century (Puebla Martinez, et al., 2018) and El Debate (2021), the new header already

% @ reissued and converted into a generalist medium.

On April 18, 1936, the newspaper El Debate published its last regular issue, although it had one last and only
appearance in 1939 before its final seizure after the Spanish Civil War. It then sank into a lethargy until 2015, when
the Catholic Association of Propagandists (ACdP), the historical owner of the newspaper, decided to once again bet
on a publication that revolutionized 20th-century journalism in Spain with Angel Herrera Oria, at that time the first
president of the ACdP, as director between 1911 and 1936.

El Debate de Hoy was the new media outlet of the ACdP that was officially launched on February 9, 2017 in an
editorial office located in the Faculty of Economics and Business Sciences of the CEU San Pablo University in
Madrid. Three former Journalism students from this university formed the new team of journalists who were in charge
of recovering, 80 years later, the values of Christian humanism and the Social Doctrine of the Church in a digital

media outlet.

There is no formal, total and direct parallel between the formation of the new medium and EIl Debate herreriano
in 1911, except in the youth of its first employees, but El Debate de Hoy did recover an editorial model based on the
principles of Christian humanism that was typical of the historic newspaper. According to Cantavella and Serrano
(La prensa Catélica en Espafia durante el Franco. Catdlicos en la prensa. Concepto y origenes del periodismo
confesional, 2004), certain Catholic newspapers during Franco's regime defended moral and doctrinal principles of
the Church, with an emphasis on preserving the truth and guiding society according to religious teachings.
Newspapers such as Diario Regional and others associated with Editorial Catdlica, such as El Correo de Galicia or

El Pensamiento Navarro, reflected a
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an effort to place the human being as the central subject of rights and duties under a Christian vision. The authors
mention the promotion of a "morally responsible" press and the creation of networks of Catholic journalists who,
aligned with the doctrine, spread ethical teachings as was the case of Ecclesia. An approach that evokes the
humanist ideal
Christian to form social leaders with a solid ethical orientation. The text details how the
During the Franco regime, the Catholic press sought to counteract materialism and promote “spiritual values” as
the basis for peace and justice in media such as Ya and El Norte de Castilla.
An idea that underlines a vision of the human being that prioritizes his spiritual and moral dimension, fundamental
aspects of Christian humanism.

These first journalists followed the line of teaching of the profession that Angel Herrera marked in El Debate
since 1920 with the School of Journalism, now in the Journalism courses and degrees of the Faculty of Humanities

and Communication Sciences, some of which were able to form part of El Debate de Hoy.

El Debate, born in 1910, had an initial phase that lasted barely a year, in which its Catholic and conservative
stance was defended through texts in which a lack of objectivity and outrageous insults prevailed (Gonzalez Ruiz
and Martin Martinez, 1968). After that, El Debate, directed by Angel Herrera Oria between 1911 and 1933, and
which disappeared in 1936, became a reference in Spain in terms of the way of preparing and presenting
information, as explained by Bonete and Alcala-Santaella (La Edad de Plata y la Informacién Cultural en El Debate
(1911-1936), 2021).

The director himself, without any previous knowledge of journalism, since as he himself assured he only
looked at the press at breakfast (Garcia Escudero, 1998), decided to bet on knowing more about the profession @
than journalism itself and to dedicate the resources he had at hand thanks to Editorial Catélica and its financial
contribution to improve both the writing and the training of journalists and even his personal life with the granting
of interest-free loans (Legorburu and Serrano, 2009). From there, among other projects, the El Debate School of
Journalism was born, the result of a trip by three of his closest collaborators to Columbia University (United States).
Francisco de Luis focused on learning how to write; Marcelino Oreja Elésegui attended to the administrative and

business part, and the Salesian priest Manuel Grafia studied in depth the functioning of journalism schools.

(Alcala-Santaella and Legorburu, 2008).

That School of Journalism was a controversial undertaking and was criticized to the extreme by the journalistic
environment of the time, which defended that journalists were born and not made (Malpica, 2020), but which
ended up recognizing the fruits of that intense and strict preparation.
Several journalists who emerged from that school ended up in other media outlets, occupying positions of
responsibility and management positions.

Already under the direction of Angel Herrera Oria, El Debate opted to offer journalism that defended the
interests of so many Catholics in need of a reference that supported their creed, with a style of its own in all its
sections and a different way of reporting the news: «The intention of the new newspaper was to attract all Catholics.

[...]  wanted to unite independent Catholics around a common ideal, the defense of religion and the homeland.»
(Martinez Esteban, 2006, pp. 294-296).

The splendor of El Debate gradually faded after the time of the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera. His critical

attitude towards communism for promoting ungovernability
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The government and the disturbances of public order (Barreiro, 2003, and Bonete, 2018) and the defense of religious
freedom led him to several situations of censorship and prohibitions during the Second Republic. At the same time
that this was happening, Angel Herrera left the direction on February 8, 1933 to take over the Central Board of
Catholic Action. The pressure on El Debate intensified to the point that the last issue was published on July 19,

1936, heavily censored and with information about the Francoist military uprising. Attempts to relaunch it after the

war failed and, instead, the publication of the newspaper Ya was authorized (Barreiro, 2003).

In 2015, the ACdP, with Carlos Romero Caramelo as president, decided to bring together a group of
propagandists close to the media of the time to develop a plan to revive El Debate as a means of information and to

maintain the same values as Angel Herrera Oria, but in the 21st century.

The ACdP also understood the social need for a newspaper that defended Christian humanism, and organized
itself to launch a new means of communication.

The script for its staging had been written by Angel Herrera nine decades earlier, turning El Debate into a serious,
independent and impartial publication (Alcala-Santaella and Legorburu, 2008), as was the intention of El Debate de
Hoy since its refoundation.

Digital media appeared in Spain from 1995 onwards (Salaverria, 2022). Traditional media were the ones that
invested most in this type of business, which received a significant boost after the attacks of September 11, 2001 in
New York and the need to have up-to-date information at all times (Salaverria and Martinez-Costa, 2022). In Spain,
newspapers such as El Mundo (1995), ABC (1995) and El Pais (1996) published their digital versions in the
mid-1990s.

In this way, El Debate de Hoy found itself in 2016 with consolidated native digital media, that is, media born to
be on the internet and that did not have a paper support, and digital media under the protection of paper headers,
but that offered much more and more varied information than traditional media. A time when traffic was the
cornerstone on which digital media were based and where attracting readers was the most important thing in this
type of media.

Since the idea of launching El Debate as a digital medium was first conceived, those responsible for shaping
that outline concluded in the document Project for the creation of a medium for the dissemination of thought Centrum

(2015), dated February 24, 2015 that:

It should delve into —rather than inform— issues of general/public interest, arising
from current events, whether full (immediate) or latent [...] it would not be enough to
offer content built on news treated in a basic and superficial way, often collected
from other sources and with hardly any of its own elaboration.

As for its original name, El Debate de Hoy, it could not keep it for legal reasons and decided to add the nuance

"de Hoy" to its historic header, which referred to the return of El Debate, but adapted to the new times.

The first editorial staff of El Debate de Hoy was formed by three former students of
Journalism from the CEU San Pablo University. Several students from the Faculty of Journalism

They were trained in its writing throughout its four years of existence, and some professors formed an active part of

its team of collaborators.
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The journalist Justino Sinova was the first director of El Debate de Hoy. Although his role
was fundamentally to recover the role of editor, that is, the person in charge of supervising the
quality of the content, he also met with the editorial staff to set the daily line of work until he left
the position in July 2018, although he remained as a collaborator until 2019. After that stage,
the ACdP, already with Alfonso Bullon de Mendoza as president, appointed Fernando Bonete
as director of El Debate de Hoy. Bonete ceased to hold the position in July 2019 and his place
in the management was occupied by Pablo Velasco until
October 2021.

El Debate de Hoy was a media outlet where most of its articles carried a significant opinion
content in defence of the principles of Christian humanism and the Social Doctrine of the
Church. An average of four articles were published per day, with periods of up to six and others,
last year, where there were three. The list of contributors to El Debate de Hoy was mainly made
up of relevant journalists within the Spanish media scene. In addition, other figures from the
world of culture or politics lent their signatures to the publications.

The followers on social networks and the traffic on its website between 2017 and 2021
forged a community of readers interested in the values that were conveyed and defended in its
texts. As of October 1, 2021, the medium had around 5,000 unique users per day according to
Google Analytics, in addition to 4,954 followers on Twitter, 8,625 on Facebook and 11,100
followers on Instagram. El Debate de Hoy managed to make a name for itself in the digital
media of the moment thanks to its social media community of around 36,000 active followers,
for interviews with relevant figures of the moment and for collaborators who generated social @
interest in knowing their position on certain issues. For all this, it became the basis on which
the ACdP built EI Debate, now as a general information medium, in 2021.

The importance of its opinion section moved many of its contributors to continue lending
their signatures to the new section, which is now part of the new El Debate website. Among
them, Alfonso Ussia, the writer, stood out. After his cycle in La Razén, he took over —more
than 80 years later— from his grandfather Pedro Mufioz Seca, one of the emblematic writers of
El Debate in its first stage.

El Debate de Hoy has not been a media outlet about which anything has been investigated
or published to date. References to its activity can only be found in the presentation El Debate,
from tradition to the present day of the 21st century. A new medium within the framework of
digital journalism in Spain (Davara and Pedreira, 2021).

However, its predecessor El Debate has been the subject of numerous investigations that
have given rise to various publications. Doctoral theses, scientific articles and book chapters
have all aimed to study El Debate in its early stages. All of them have approached the
emblematic newspaper from different perspectives and approaches. The formal, structural and
design issues of the newspaper are collected in Puebla Martinez, Gonzéalez Diez and Pérez
Cuadrado (2018). Velarde Fuertes (2006) approaches El Debate from the economic perspective
of the publication. Another example is that of sports information detailed in the studies published
by Nufiez-Romero (2009) and Nufiez-Romero, Gonzalez Diez and Pérez Cuadrado (2010). In
addition to these approaches, bullfighting chronicles were the subject of the doctoral thesis of
Celestino Pérez (2013).
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As for the figure of Angel Herrera Oria as the driving force behind the new stage of El De-bate, we must highlight
Babra Blanco (1998) and Legorburu and Serrano (2009). The El Debate School of Journalism also has its space in the
different publications of Canta-vella (2003, 2009 and 2017), Bonete (2018) and Malpica (2020).

Other important readings to establish the state of the art of this article are the references to the ACdP. The
institution that founded the newspaper is addressed in Gutiérrez Garcia (2010a and 2010b). Other historical aspects
that give an account of the ACdP are those published by Gonzalez Ruiz and Martin Martinez (1968), the first
monograph on the history of the ACdP, Ordovas (1993), Alcala-Santaella NGfiez (1996), Pallarés Gonzalez (1998) and
Sanchez Recio (2002).

Given the extensive lines of study that El Debate continues to leave, it is necessary to continue expanding
knowledge and focus on El Debate de Hoy to find out how this means of communication returned 80 years after it was
finally shut down.

As there are hardly any documents that record the existence of the most important digital medium of the ACdP, the
analysis of its contents, its collaborators, its human and technical capital, as well as its work model and other essential

realities to become the spring that would return general information to El Debate in 2021, is gaining strength.

2. Methodology

This article seeks to answer the following research questions (RQs), some of which are linked to a specific objective
(SO):

Q1. What is the total number of published contents?
PI2. What were the most used genres and formats by El Debate de Hoy during its years of existence between

2017 and 2021? To answer this question, we asked OE1.
OEL. What sections closed this stage of El Debate de Hoy in 2021?

PI3. What content was most used in El Debate de Hoy between 2017 and 202172
Pl4. What sections did El Debate de Hoy have at its beginnings in 2017?
PI5. What is the role of the image in El Debate de Hoy?

Since this contribution is a descriptive type of research, we will use quantitative content analysis as a technique,
which will be applied to the El Debate de Hoy website. According to Bernard Berelson (1952), this "is a research
technique for the objective, systematic and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication.” To
collect the figures, an Excel document will be used where the data extracted from the WordPress content manager to

which we have had access will be dumped.

The study will be conducted on the total universe of 8,216 total contents published between 2017 and 2021, which
have been subdivided into nine analysis units (entries, news, specials, users, cartoons, photo news, pages, podcasts
and photo essays).

Within all the publications, other types of content stand out, such as the fifteen special issues published between
2019 and 2021. These take up the baton from the extraordinary special issues of El Debate that were published

between 1928 and 1936. Its purpose in the new
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This stage had the same essence as the previous one: "Dealing with greater than ordinary
topics of capital importance for the public interest that coincide with the editorial line and
principles of the header" (Bonete, 2018, p. 205).

As explained, thanks to access to the WordPress content manager, you can see exactly all
the content published between 2017 and 2021. Within this tool, you can also study which
sections the digital medium had at the time of its birth and the changes that were made
throughout this period. The El Debate de Hoy website is publicly accessible from El Debate.
An analysis will allow you to know the genres about which the medium published and assess
which were the most used and at what stages.

Access has also been gained to the unpublished document Project for the creation of a
means of disseminating thought Centrum (2015), with which they laid the foundations for the
return of El Debate as a digital media outlet in 2015. Its pages analyse how the project should
be executed in terms of its ideology, editorial line, content, support, dissemination and initial
structure.

Finally, participant observation will be one of the techniques to advance the research. As
a journalist and former student of the Faculty of Humanities at the CEU San Pablo University,
| was part of the editorial staff of EI Debate de Hoy from its formation on September 5, 2016
until it became El Debate on October 1, 2021, where | continue my work as a journalist.

3. Results

3.1. PI1. What is the total number of published content?

All the contents add up to the figure of 5954 between September 12, 2016 and September 30,
2021. It is important to explain the dates, since it may seem strange that there are articles prior
to the date of the official launch of EI Debate de Hoy. The reason is that, although the media
was not officially launched until February 9, 2017, the website began to be provided with
content from the composition of its editorial staff.

3.2. PI2.1. Speci

Special issues are published on the occasion of special occasions, to commemorate an
anniversary or to position the media on sensitive social issues that it should take part in due to
its editorial principles. There were a total of 15 in the sections of Politics, Culture, History,
Religion, Economy and Society. Within each of them, several collaborators analysed the
subject of the special issue with various articles that shaped the objective of launching an
opinion that would give voice to El Debate de Hoy in society.

The first special was titled The Business Struggle for the Cosmos (2019) and was
dedicated to analyzing the new space race. The second focused on the civil war under the title
The Conflict that Divided Spain (2019). The third was a special for Easter 2019 titled
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The Verb Becomes Art. The fourth issue covered how Spain faced the elections of that same year. The fifth special
issue was based on the result of those elections and was entitled The Future of the Popular Party. The sixth delves
into the space race again under the title A 21st Century Odyssey ( 2019). The seventh addresses the life of El Cid:
history, myth and literature (2019). The eighth repeats historical content on The Reconquest, a historical debate
(2019). The ninth is positioned frontally against Euthanasia: a slam on life (2020). The ninth explains the life of John
Henry Newman, a university saint (2020). The tenth, from May 2020, covers the life of John Paul Il in his centenary.
The eleventh also returns to a social problem under the title Caring for the elderly and not killing them (2020). The

next two are dedicated to writers such as Miguel Delibes (2020) and Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (2020).

The latter explored in depth The Liberal lllusion (2021).

3.3. PI2.2. lllustrations and photonotation

Other content that is added to the articles and specials are 169 illustrations published by five different authors. In
this case, the content did not arrive with the inauguration of the media and a little more than two years had to pass;
specifically, they were published between March 21, 2019 and September 28, 2021. The author who contributed

the most pieces did so under the pseudonym i latina, in her 65 publications she reflects on current political situations,

positioning the media with her characters.

Under the pseudonym From The Tree, the author captures ideas or concepts based on films, books or songs

on 53 post-it notes. The publications were later compiled in the book The Hour That Never Shines (More, 2022).

The multimedia learning platform Academia Play published 29 illustrations in El Debate de Hoy between April
30, 2020, and July 9, 2021. Its work was to contribute its drawings to a cross-section called War Exploits, which also
included an article explaining how the events had happened and a podcast in which different voices dramatized the

historic event.

The illustrator Andrea Reyes contributed to El Debate de Hoy 21 pictograms with which she illustrated
hinders the literary criticism of El Debate de Hoy.

Finally, Jaime Garcia-Maiquez published a single illustration in El Debate de Hoy. It was to illustrate an article
published by the same author on September 10, 2021, in which he wrote about the Spanish poet and writer Aquilino

Duque, who also collaborated with the media with 30 opinion articles in different fields.

The image had more space in the middle with eleven photo news items. These contents published throughout
2019 began to be published after the design change and deal with different news items with the support of numerous

images and a specific visualization for both computers and mobile phones or tablets.

3.4. PI2.3. Podcasts

Among the 5954 articles, there are 91 dedicated to including in El Debate de Hoy the podcasts that were broadcast

between 2018 and 2021. Of these, 13 are dedicated to the aforementioned Feats
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War issues; eight are from La Fortaleza Bastiani and are dedicated to literature; 23 are part of El
Debate de la Historia; the same number was dedicated to Culture and Debate, where topics
related to social networks, cinema or series were discussed, and 24 of them were part of a special
content published during the confinement derived from the pandemic that Spain experienced in
2020 entitled And now, what?, where journalists such as Ifiaki Gabilondo, Carlos Franganillo or
Sandra Golpe gave their opinions on this event of global significance.

3.5. PI12.4. Photoessay

Other content that makes up the published articles are the 26 photo essays. Hilda Garcia, one of
the members of the editorial team of El Debate de Hoy, published between 2018 and 2019 these
26 archive images of society in Spain and the rest of the world with a text that served as an
explanation of the same and a social critique of current events.

Apart from all these graphic elements, we must also take into account the photographs that
illustrated the publications. The EFE agency was chosen to provide photographs both from current
events and from its historical archive. In total, EI Debate de Hoy published 14,086 graphic elements.

3.6. PI12. What were the genres and formats
most used by El Deate de Hoy during s @

of existence between 2017 and 202

In the case of El Debate de Hoy, we found in the analysis that there are mixed genres that mix
information with opinion, such as interviews, chronicles, reviews and reports. As for opinion genres,
we can also read editorials where the opinion of the media is expressed without the signature of a
journalist, opinion articles and columns.

Today's Debate sought to make opinion the common genre for all published articles. Once
the content was analyzed as it was organized on the web, it can be seen that at no time was

attention paid to the informative genre represented by the objectivity of the opinions.
news.

3.7. OELl. Which sections closed this year?
From Today 's Debat in 2

The stage that closed on October 1, 2021 added new sections to the previous ones (Politics,
International, Economy, Education, Society, Family, Culture, History, Science, Technology and
Approaches) (El Astrolabio - the opinion column of journalist Bieito Rubido before becoming
director of the next stage, now under the name El Debate -, Interviews, Podcast, Cartoons,
Specials and Villacisneros Special - a series of three contents about Spain that were published in
collaboration with the Villacisneros Foundation).
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3.8. PI3. What content was most used in The
Today between 2017 and 202

Within the opinion section, the predominant genre was political opinion, with a total of 1,670 items.
After politics, culture was the next most exploited item, with 1,244 articles. The third item, far
from these numbers, is society articles, with 488 in total.

3.9. Pl4. What sections did El Dbate de Hoy have in
in the year 20177

Thanks to the methodology used, it can be stated that, from February 5, 2017 to March 27, 2019,
the date on which the design change took place, the sections that ElI Debate de Hoy had were
Politics, International, Society, Family, Education, Economy, Culture, History, Religion, Science
and Communication.

The second stage begins with three sections that would group all the published articles: A
Debate, Enfoques and Experiencias. In 2020, it was decided to maintain these sections, but to
recover some of the initial ones and other new ones to put them in value on the web.

3.10. PI5. What is the role of the image in El Deate?

The image played a prominent role in El Debate de Hoy, because the digital medium in which the
medium reappeared required the presence of this type of content to give visibility to the articles
both on the web and on social networks. As detailed above, the medium had access to the images
of the EFE agency to illustrate the current affairs content with photographs. El Debate de Hoy
relied on illustrators to add value to the published articles or to propose more content with the
weekly publication of a costumbrista vignette on current affairs of the moment. In total, there
were 169 contents of this type.

Following the redesign of El Debate de Hoy, 11 photo news articles were published with
images from the EFE Agency, which delved into a current topic from a collection of photographs
with minimal text. Finally, between 2018 and 2019, 25 photo essays were published with images
from the EFE historical archive.

4. Conclusions

Once the different areas of research intended have been analyzed, the data interpreted and the
results explained above obtained, several conclusions can be drawn about El Debate de Hoy's
approach to its content, sections and genres published between 2016 and 2021.

4.1. Content

Regarding the content published by the digital media between February 5, 2017 and October 1,
2021, it can be seen that there was great productivity, with almost 6,000 articles published, which
bring together articles, graphic elements and podcasts.
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The content analysis that has been carried out in the WordPress manager of El Debate de Hoy
The information that has been accessed indicates that there was regularity in the daily publication of articles with an
average of four per day, with periods of up to six and others where there were three.

Aside from this, there are contents such as illustrations that, although they did not start at the same time as the
medium did, did increase their presence on a weekly basis or within articles that required this type of content to
complement them.

As for multimedia content, it also appeared over the years and began to have a fixed continuity that even increased

during the period of confinement due to the pandemic, as was the case with podcasts.

The specials are grouped together over the last two years of El Debate de Hoy due to the new design, which
allowed this type of content to have better visibility and more information with audiovisual contributions in the form of

illustrations or podcast episodes.

4.2. Section

El Debate de Hoy featured a series of sections that were developed over the course of its nearly five years of existence,

many of which were directly linked to the current sections of El Debate from 2021 onwards.

Politics, International, Society, Family, Education, Economy, Culture, History, Religion, Science and
Communication were the common thread of the publications of the media, although, in the redesign they were

attempted to be reduced to A Debate, Enfoques and Experiencias to give a different image to that of a generalist media.

Another of the conclusions obtained from the study of the sections that it had
El Debate de Hoy is the capacity of the medium to cover all current issues of the moment or to recall events from the
past. A three-person editorial team managed the production of more than 500 authors throughout the life of the medium

so that each section had its share of current events at all times.

4.3. Gender

As detailed above, opinion was the journalistic genre most used in each of the published contents. Almost 55% of the
total publications of El Debate de Hoy corresponded to opinion itself. But this figure should not overshadow the rest of
the contents that, in one way or another, were also imbued with a significant opinionated content in defence of the

values of Christian humanism and the Social Doctrine of the Church.

Interviews, chronicles, reviews and reports were always aimed at defending the editorial principles of the media,
which is why they mixed their own genre with opinion and achieved a result that was almost unique among the digital
media of the time.

Among the nearly 6,000 articles published on the website, there is no room for information. The document Project
for the creation of a means of disseminating thought Centrum (2015) already lays the foundations for a digital means

of communication that is not generalist, therefore, without space for information or news from agencies.

223

‘ ‘ 21_13_inv_the debate today.indd 223 @ 1/29/25 2:44 PM ‘ ‘



N{acfhine Translated by Google @

Jose Maria Rubio and Fernando Bonete Vizcaino. «The Debate of Today (2016-2021): an approach to the contents, sections
and genres published from Christian humanism». Communication and Man. 2025, No. 21, pp. 213-225.
DOI: https://doi.org/110.32466/eufv-cyh.2025.21.836.213-225

224

This goal is pursued thanks to the fact that the editors of El Debate de Hoy asked the
collaborators to comply with this premise when writing their articles, to the point that some
texts were returned to their authors so that they would be clearer and offer one of the first
mottos of El Debate de Hoy: analysis, reflection and values.
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